Chronic hepatitis after successive halothane anesthetics.
A woman with cancer of the cervix had over a 4-week period three anesthetics with halogenated anesthetic agents, halothane, enflurane and halothane. 1 day after the third halothane anesthetic she developed fever and jaundice with biochemical evidence of severe hepatitis. Liver biopsy 10 days after the onset of jaundice showed features of acute hepatitis with bridging necrosis and piecemeal necrosis. A second biopsy after 10 months showed quiescent cirrhosis with residual piecemeal necrosis. The case is reported as a further example of halothane hepatitis evolving to cirrhosis of the liver.